ACADEMIC COURSE
OFFERINGS
202 2-

2023



OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL

DearParents/Guardians:

At Hasbrouck HeightMiddle School,we work hardeachandeverydayto createhebest possible
learningenvironmenfor our studentandstdf. We work togetheas ateamto providea safe
environmenthatis bothchallengingandnurturing,so thatour studentsnay grow intowell-
roundedresponsiblgsroung adults.Our outstandingeamof educatorsvill remaincommittedto
ensuringhatour studentsglevelopthenecessargkills neededo be successfih high schooland
beyondWe will continueto sethigh expectation$or our studentsandhold themaccountabléor
beingthevery bestthattheycanbe.

As your principal] promiseto ensurea commitmento your childs educatiorthatis secondo
none. We will work tirelesslyto supportandguideyour childto achievethe highestpossible
academi@chievementsyhile atthesametime, developtheir interpersonakills andself-esteem.
We believein our stdf memberspur communiy, our schookystemandmostimportantly, our
students!| truly look forward toworking alongsideour JuniorAviators,as wellas our parentshe
PTSA, andheentirecommunity of Hasbrouck Heightisroughoutheschoolyea.

This bookletof informationhas beepreparedn orderto provideyou withanoverviewof the academic
courseofferingsat Hasbrouck HeightsMiddle Schoolfor the20222023 schooyea.

Thankyou,
Mr. Joseph Mastguietro Mr. FrankD'Amico
HHMS Principal HHMS Vice Principal
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6% Grade Courses:

>=2 Math/2Languagrts/1 Science/BocialStudies

>=PhysicalEducationHealth

>=Art, Research Semind&ivics,Music, PersondFinance S.T.E.A.M, World Language
(30 daycycles)

>=nstrumentaMusic/BandandBasicSkills arepull-outprogramghattakeplaceduring
theelectiveperiod

>=ESL is offeredas afull-yearcourse

>=1 Lunch

7™ Grade Courses

>2 Math/2Languagé\rts/1 Science/BocialStudies

>=PhysicalEducation/Health

>=Art, Research Semin@ivics,Music, PersondFinance S.T.E.A.M, World Language
(30 daycycles)

>=nstrumentaMusic/BandandBasicSkills arepull-outprogramghattakeplaceduring
theelectiveperiod

>=ESLis offeredas afull-yearcourse

>=1 Lunch

8™ Grade Courses

>=2 Math/2Language\rts/1 Science/ISocialStudies

>=PhysicalEducation/Health

>=Art, Research Semin&ivics,Music, Persondfinance ST.E.A.M, World Language
(30 daycycles)

>=nstrumentaMusic/BandandBasicSkills arepull-out programghattakeplaceduring
theelectiveperiod

>=ESLis offeredas afull-yearcourse

>=1 Lunch

If you haveanyquestiongsegardingour programmingpleaseeel freeto call your childs
schoolcounselo.

Mrs. Gesell Grade6-8 (A-L) geselllin@hhschoolstg (201) 3938167

Mr s . O’ H|Grade6-8 (M-2) ohagank@hhschools® (201) 3938156
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GRADE 6 COURSES (Listed Alphabetically)

*Indicates that the course has an HONORS section

*MATH 6

This coursedevelopgluencywith rationalnumbersandproportionalrelationshipsAnalytical skills and
algebraiahinking techniquesareemphasized Masteryof therelationshipamongfractions,decimals
andpercenis stressedThe programencompasseate developmenbf equivalenexpressionandsolving
variableequationsandinequalities. The connections teeallife will berealizedby verbaly, numericaly,
graphicaly, andsymbolicaly, analyzingsituations. Thigoursealsoteachestudentgo describeand
classifystandardyeometricobjects aswell ascompareandcontrasthe propertiesof geometricobjects,
makeconjecturesandusereasorandproof toverify or refuteconjectureandtheorems.It focusesupon
symmety, congruenceandsimilarity. NJSLAassessmerreparationncludesthefour basicoperations
in mathematicastheyareappliedto fractions,decimalsandpercent. Problemsolvingandlogical
reasoningareappliedto all aforementionedbpics.

*Eachstudenwill have2 periodsof mathinstructionin their scheduldo ensurghatmasteryof standards
is attained. Thedoubleperiodof mathallowsfor in depthinstructionof topics,remediatiorof skills
(whenneeded)aswell asfocusingmathinstructionto makemathrelevantrigorous,andpossiblefor
everystudent.

*READING 6

This multi-genrecurriculumintroducesmajorfoundationsn literatureto our studentsyhichis
experiencedhroughvariouscooperativeprojectsandnovelstudies. Studentwill readdramanovels,
shortstories,andpoetry. Theywill learnto recognizditerary devicescontainedn the selectionsaswell
asbeableto compareandcontrasistylesemployedoy authors.Oral fluencyis alsofocusedupon aswell
ascomprehensioskills. Writing skills areenhanced througjournalexerciseandmultiple writing
reflections.

*SCIENCE 6 (Earth Science)

EarthandSpaceSciencdocuseson thestructureanddevelopmenof theearthovertime andconcludes
with anintroductionto astronory. This courseincludesunitson mappingplatetectonicsgarthquakes
andvolcanoestherock cycle,weatheringanderosion the cycle of wate, atmospherandclimate,our
solarsystemandtheuniverse.

*SOCIAL _STUDIES 6 (Ancient Civilizations)

In this course studentsstudythe histoly, geographyandcultureof thenationsin the EasterrHemisphere.
This courseintroduceghe studentgo the studyof earlycivilization, AncientEgypt,Rome,Greecendia,
China,theMiddle Ages,andthe Renaissancé&tudentsalsowill understandhow theseancient
civilizationshaveinfluencedour moderrwesterrcivilization. In additionto the eightunitscovereda
reviewof mapandglobeskills is incorporatedat the beginningof the coursewith a strongemphasi®n
thecountriesandgeographyof EuropeandAsia.
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*WRITING 6

Studentsskills aredevelopedhroughvariousstylesof writing, suchasnarrative expositoy, descriptive,
andpersuasiveln thiscoursestudentill plan,draft, revise,andedittheirwriting. Specialattentionis
givento compositiorandstyle aswell assentencéormation,usageandmechanicsVocabulay, akey to
analyzingliterature,is animportantcomponenbf this program. Wheneveipossible writing is usedasa
tool for learningacademi@conceptsStudentsievelopcritical-thinking skills while utilizing rubricsfor
evaluation.

GRADE 7 COURSES (Listed Alphabetically)

*Indicates that the course has an HONORS section

*MATH 7

Studentswill focuson thesymbolsandrulesof algebraandhow theyareusedto representelationships.
Topicsincludeconceptaypically coveredn first semesteAlgebra,suchastranslatingwords into
mathematicagxpressionssolvingequationsisingmultiple operationsapplicationsof linearequations
andsystemssolving systemof linearequationsandinequalitiesgxaminingperpendiculaandparallel
lines,andsolvingabsolutevalueequations.Othertopicsincludereinforcemenbf reasoningdirectand
indirectproof, parallelinesandplanesgcongruencesimilarity, quadrilateralspneasuremenpolygons,
right triangles circles,coordinateggeomety, reflections transformationsandsymmety. Studentswill
masterskills andconceptghroughpracticeproblemsandinteractionswithin eachlesson. Dataanalysis,
graphicsprobability, geomety, andmeasuremerdreappliedto problemsolving. Topicsin geometryare
investigatedwith theemploymenbf inquiry-basedearning. Testtakingskills andlogical reasoningare
animportantpartof this curriculum.

*Eachstudentwill have2 periodsof mathinstructionin their scheduldo ensurehatmasteryof standards
is attained. Thedoubleperiodof mathallowsfor in depthinstructionof topics,remediatiorof skills
(whenneeded)aswell asfocusingmathinstructionto makemathrelevantrigorous,andpossiblefor
everystudent.

*READING 7

Studentswill studyliterary elementdound inbothclassicandcontemporargelectionsdevelop
vocabulay, andpracticereadingcomprehensioskills suchasinferring mainideas,nterpreting
causeeffectrelationshipsanddrawingconclusionsWriting skills areenhancedhroughjournalexercises
andmultiple writing reflections Articulation with socialstudies scienceandwriting teachergivesa
stronginterdisciplinarynatureto this course.

*SCIENCE 7(Life Science

Theseventhgradelife Sciencecurriculumfocuseson anunderstandingf environmentaissueschange,
cycles,patternsandrelationshipsn theliving world. Studentswill build on thesdasicprinciplesby
exploringthe cellularorganizatiorandclassificationof organismsrelationshipsamongorganismswithin
theenvironmentindchangeasaresultof genetianformation. Experimentalnquiry, math,content
specificreading writing, andtechnologyskills areintegratednto the curriculum. Studentsare

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL
JUNIOR AVIATORS

| '



challengedo think like scientistsaandto reinforceskills/ expandstudentabilitiesthroughtheindependent
applicationof scientificconceptaisingexperimentatiesign. Our goalin sciencds to preparestudentdor
therapidly changingfuturewhile masteringhe Standardsf Learning.

*SOCIAL _STUDIES 7 (Civics/Government/Constitution)

Studentswill examinetherolesthatcitizensplay in thepolitical, governmentalandeconomicsystemsn
theUnited StatesTheywill examinethe Constitutionof the United Statesjdentify therights,duties,and
responsibilitie®f citizens,anddescribehe structureandoperationof governmenatthelocal, state,and
nationallevels.Studentawill investigatahe processy whichdecisionsaremadein theAmericanmarket
economyandexplainthegovernment'solein it. Theywill identify personatharactetraits,suchas
patriotism,respecfor thelaw, anda senseof civic duty, thatfacilitatethoughtfulandeffective
participationin thecivic life of anincreasinglydiversedemocraticsociey.

*WRITING 7

Studentsskills aredevelopedhroughvariousstylesof writing, suchasobservatioranddescription,
informativewriting, persuasiomndcauseandeffect (explaininghow). Studentpracticeoral andwritten
exerciseghatstresggrammarandpunctuatiorandthe useof figurativelanguage.Vocabularyis an
importantcomponenbf this program. Thestudentswill fine tunetheirgrammarandspellingskills
duringthewriting processStudentswill developcritical-thinking skills while utilizing rubricsfor
evaluation.

GRADE 8 COURSES (Listed Alphabetically)

*Indicates that the course has an HONORS section

*ALGEBRA 1 (Honors)

This courseteachestudentgo developfluencyin working with linearequationsaswell asextending
their experiencewvith tables graphsandequationgo solvelinearequationsandinequalitiesandsystems
of linearequationsandinequalities. The curriculumof Algebral ensureshatstudentsisetechnology
andmodelsto investigateandexploremathematicaldeasandrelationshipsanddevelopmultiple
strategiegor analyzingcomplexsituations. Studentswill analyzesituationsverbally, numericaly,
graphicaly, andsymbolicaly.

*LANGUAGE ARTS 8

Studentgplan,draft, reviseandedit writing with emphasi®n personahndexpressivevriting, narrative
andliterary writing, informativewriting, andpersuasivavriting. Thewriting procesffersadditional
opportunitiego practiceadvancedompositiorandgrammaiskills. In literature studentglevelopthe
skill s necessario analyzeworks of literaturén variousforms. The primaryfocusis the understandingf
structureandstoly. Studentsareinstructedn thevariouselement®f plot andcharactedevelopmenand
aregivennumerouspportunitiedo analyzehow andwhy storiesandotherliterary formsunfold.
Studentsievelopskills to recognizesubtletieplantedby anauthorandunderstanavhy eventsaretaking
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placein aliterary piece.Studentdearnto extrapolataneaningrom symbolicreferencesindutilize
higherlevelthinking skills to drawconclusionsaboutmeaningmoral,andtheme.

MATH 8

Studentswill focuson thesymbolsandrulesof algebreandhow theyareusedto representelationships.
Topicsincludeconceptgypically coveredn first semestealgebrasuchastranslatingwords into
mathematicagxpressionssolvingequationsisingmultiple operationsapplicationsof linearequations
andsystemssolving system®f linearequationsandinequalitiesgxaminingperpendiculaandparallel
lines,andsolvingabsolutevalueequations.Studentsnasterskills andconceptghroughpractice
problemsandinteractionswithin everylesson.Topicsin geometryareinvestigatedwith theemployment
of inquiry-basedearningandincludedataanalysisgraphicsprobability, geomety, andmeasurement.
Testtakingskills andlogical reasoningareanimportantpartof thiscurriculum.

*Eachstudenwill have2 periodsof mathinstructionin their scheduldo ensurghatmasteryof standards
is attained. Thedoubleperiodof mathallowsfor in depthinstructionof topics,remediatiorof skills
(whenneeded)aswell asfocusingmathinstructionto makemathrelevantrigorous,andpossiblefor
everystudent. (*The Honors sectiomvill focuson severahlgebral Units.)

*SCIENCE 8 (Physical Sciencé

In this coursejntroductoryconceptof natureandthe structureof matterarestudied,alongwith the
characteristicef enegy. Considerablemphasiss placedon technologicahpplicationandlaboratory
investigationof physicalscienceprinciples.This coursestresseanin-depthunderstandingf thenature
andstructureof matterandthe characteristicef enegy. Studentsaregivenresponsibilityto planandto
conductresearchhroughclassroonexperimentationStudentsarechallengedo usescientifictechniques
andprocedureso reinforceskills andto apply physicalscienceconceptdy conductingappropriate
experimentsPhysicalSciencestudentwill bechallengedo learn,to researchutilizing bothclassroom
experimentatiomndliteraturereviewsfrom written andelectronicresourcesThe courseincludesunitson
propertiesandstructureof matte, the periodictableof elementsgchemicalreactionsglectromagnetism,
sound andight, Newtoris Laws,andsimplemachines.

*SOCIAL STUDIES 8 (US History)

In thiscourse studentswill beginlearningaboutthe expansiorof political rightsandhowAndrew
Jacksois electionindicatedtheincreasegowerof theAmericanpeople Studentswill thenlearnabou
the expansiorof theUnited Statesassettlersbraveddifficult trailsto reachOregonandCalifornia. This
coursealsoincludesanin-depthlook atthe IndustrialRevolutionandits impacton boththe North and
South. Studentwwill learnhow theUnited Statesdevelopedhrougha waveof immigrationandalsohow
in the mid-1800stensionshetweerthe North andSouthheighteneaverslavey. Theseensionsvere
increasedy political divisionsthatculminatedn 1860 withtheelectionof AbrahamLincoln. As aresult,
severalSoutherrstatessecededrom the Union. Studentswill studythe Civil Warandcompletetheyear
with learningaboutthe challenge®f Reconstructioiera. The United Statedacedtwo majorchallenges;
to reunitethe countryandto definetherightsof African Americansin 1865, thel3thAmendmenended
slaveryin America.
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GRADE 6-8 ELECTIVE COURSES (Listed Alphabetically)

ART Grades6-8

Studentswill be giventheopportunityto createvariousprojectsthatthey canbe proud of, whileatthe
sametime learningvaluableaspect®f creativityandart. The coursewill focuson thebasicelementf
designincluding;line, value,spaceshapeandtexture.Studentwill alsoobtainfoundationknowledgeof
aseriesof differentartisticmediums Coursework will includesymmetricaldesign patternandshape
drawings,aswell aswatercolormaintings. Both two dimensionahndthreedimensionalvorks will be
explored andstudentill beaskedo completea numberof projectsthatfollow detailedsteps,
familiarizing themwith techniqueghatwill beusedin higherlevelartclasses. Thetudentsn this class
will exploredifferentart mediumsprogresgheir artisticability, andhaveafirm understandingf what
artclasshasto offer them. This programcanhelp studentseetheworld with anaesthetidrameof
referencebuilding on theconceptof form, color, shapeandlight in their surroundingsStudentswill
havethe opportunityto recognizehattherearemultiple solutionsto problemsandthattheycanexpress
theirown individualityin theirwork in away thatmanyothersubjectsdo notprovide.

DANCE Grades 68
Thedancecurriculumprovidesactivitiesthatfostercreativeexpressioncommunicatiorthroughartistic

endeavaq appreciatiorof cultureandheritage andevaluativeandcritical thinking usingtheart of dance.
Activities mayincludethosethatenablestudentgo developtheir techniquelearndifferentstylesof
danceappreciatéhe cultureandhistory of danceforms,andstrengthertheability to discernandcritique.

RESEARCH SEMINAR Grades 68
We usedigital mediaeveryday, from texting, streaminglV shows, andjamingall the way to usingvoice

assistanter orderingour food onlineFor today'kids, it's alot morethanjust "screerntime." So how can
we help studentdalanceheir onlineandoffline lives?It startswith recognizingust how muchmediawe
use.During this elective,studentawill exploreResearch Semin#nroughthelensesof mediabalanceand
well-being,relationshipsandcommunicationgyberbullying digital dramaandhatespeechandnews
andmedialiteracy. Thegoalof thiswork isto providestudentswith thetoolsnecessaryo become
educatedn usingtechnologyandmediain a safeandeffectiveway. Thiswill alsoassiststudentsn the
nextphaseof thecourseincorporatingresearclanda culminatingprojectinvolving media. For the
researclproject,studentwill acquiretheskills neededo beactive,informedcitizenswho valuediversity
andpromoteculturalunderstandingpy workingcollaborativelyto addresshe challengeshatareinherent
in living in aninterconnecteevorld. Throughresearchstudentswill developprojectsthatshow an
in-depthunderstandingf aglobaltopic.

HEALTH/FAMI LY LIFE Grades 68

TheHealthCurriculumis designedo teachstudentghe informationandskills they needto maintainand
improvehealth preventdiseaseandreducehealthrelatedrisk behaviors Studentswill developcritical
thinking, problemsolving,andcommunicatiorskills. In addition,the studentswill demonstratgood
characteandbehaviorghatpromotea healthyindividual, family, communiy, andnation.Upon
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completion studentswill ascertairknowledgeandskills in thefollowing healthrelatedareasmental,
emotional family, andsocialhealth;growthandnutrition; personahealthandsafey, drugs andlisease
preventioncommunityandenvironmentahealth. Seventhgradetopicsstudiedincludepersonabnd
socialdevelopmentnutrition andeatingbehaviorsmentalhealthandstressmanagementjiolence
preventionhealthservicesandcareersandsafet. Within eachtopic, activitiesareprovidedfor students
to developanunderstandingf fundamentahealthconceptsandto promotehealthenhancindehaviors.
Areasof emphasisirein nutrition, safetyawarenesssuicidepreventionendocrineandreproductive
health,aswell asunderstandingheindividual andsocietaleffect of tobacco Studentsalsostudytopics
suchasphysiologyof thehumanbody, individualresponsibilityto self, family, friends,andcommunity
anddrug educationIn theeighthgradeyea, the curriculumwasconstructedo providestudentawith the
resourceso makesafe,conscientioughoicesn theareasof sexualityanddrug abus@reventionThe

importanceof remainingdrug freeandthedangersf use misuse andabuseof substances emphasized.

Additional unitsin personaliy, personatelationshipsandsafedating,aswell asanexaminatiorof
lifestyle diseaseshasicfirst aid andsuicidepreventionarepresentedo eighthgradergpreparingor high
school.

INSTRUMEN TAL MUSIC/BAND Grades 68

By meansf handson experiencestudentdearnthe basicsof playinga musicalinstrument. Instruments
for studenselectionncludeflute, clarinet,saxophonetrumpet,or trombone.In additionto weekly
instrumentamusicinstruction,studentswill haveanadditionalpull-out periodduringtheweekto
enhancetheir musicalabilities. Thestudentsalsolearninstrumentassemblyandcare,aswell asposture,
toneproductionandtechnique.Theelement®f music,includingall elementf notationaswell as
pitch, rhythm,dynamicsandarticulationaretaught.

MUSIC APPRECIATION Grades 68

Studentswill beintroducedo thedifferentgenresof music,composersandartiststhroughoutime.
Studentswill havetheopportunityto tracethe history of musicandlearnthevariousaspect$rom basic
functionaltheoryto performanceindcomposition®f music. Issuesof musicin world culturesand
societywill alsobeacomponenbf thecourse. Music appreciatiorwill explorethe creativeprocessthe
historicalandculturalnatureof music,performanceandaestheticesponseandcritique methodologies.

PERSONAL FINANCE Grades 68

In thiscourse studentswill learntheskills theyneedto truly be adaptableteflective,andproactivein life
andcareers.Studentwill understandheimportantfiscal knowledge habits,andskills thatmustbe
masteredn orderto makeinformeddecisionsaboutpersonafinance. Financialliteracyis anintegral
componenbf astudent'sollegeandcareereadinessgnablingstudentgo achievefulfilling,
financially-secureandsuccessfutareers.Thecurriculumwill focuson aspectsf financialliteracy
includingincomeandcareersmoneymanagementreditanddebtmanagemenplanning,savingand

investing;becominga critical consumergivic financialresponsibility;andinsuringandprotectingo n e s

finances.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION Grades 68

Theprogramfor grade6 introducestudentgo avariety of gamesandactivitiesthatdevelopphysicaland
socialskills thatcanbe continuedn lateryears. Emphasisn this courses placedon maximum
participationby eachstudent. Opportunitiedor leadershimnddecisionmakingareprovidedto the
students.Emphasiss givento FitnessusingThe PresidentiaPhysicalFitnesgestwhichis giventwice a
yea. This courserepresentanorientationperiodin which studentsareexposedo awide variety of
physicaleducatioractivities.Skills aretaughtthroughvariousgamesandsportswherelarge numbersof
studentgnay participate. In Physic&ducation, skillsandknowledgeof rulesarestresseavith
competitivelearningstrategiesn football, basketballyolleyball, socce, softball,andoverallfitness.

ST.E.A.M (Science, Technolog, Engineering, Art, Music)

In conjunctionwith the SouthBergenJointureCommissionthis coursewill provideaneducational
approacho learningthatutilizes ScienceTechnology, EngineeringArt, andMathematicasaccess
pointsfor guidingstudentinquiry, dialogue andcritical thinking. The principlesof technologyandthe
forcesandlawsof naturewill bestudied with anemphasi®n theirapplicationto moderntechnolog.
Equilibrium, motion,momentumenegy conversionglectromagnetisnandopticalphenomenare
presentedh the contextof current,realworld applicationsDemonstrationgnathlabs,andapplied
laboratoryexperiment@areanintegralpartof thePrinciplesof Technologycurriculum.

WORLD LANGUAGE: Grades 68

In grade6, this courseprovidesanintroductoryexperiencento world languageds studentsnovefrom
grade6 tograde8 theymovefrom introductorylanguageacquisitionto conversationakith emphasis
placedon gramma Key words andexpressionareemphasize@ndactivitiesinvolve thespokenand
written language.Highlightsof theculturesof countriesn whichthese languagesespokenarealsoa
partof thestudentslearningexperience.

GRADE 6-8 ADDITIONAL SUPPORT COURSES

ESL Grades6-8

Thefundamentalef speakingreadingwriting, andunderstandingnglishwill be stresseadvithin this
course. It is takenby studentsvho do notmeetestablishedriteriaon theAccessor ELLs Assessmerr
from thosewhosenativelanguagés oneotherthanEnglish. Studentplacemenandcontinuatiorwithin
this programis basecn anannualscreening.

BASIC SKILLS Grades 6-8

Our basicskills instructionrespondgo a needto strengthemeadingwriting, andmathematicaskills of
studentswvho arestrugglingto meetgradelevel expectationsStudentseceiveadditionalinstructionto
learnskills andstrategiesvithin the GeneraEducationprogramto helpthemachievesuccessThis
supplementgbrogramrecognizesndividual learningdifferencesandstrivestobuilds t udent s
competencandconfidence.
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